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� God’s love
� For at your most shameful moment, at just 

the right appointed time, Christ died for you 
as a person, because you’re worth a Son to 

God.

� What prevents us from experiencing 
this new family?
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� People are shameful
�  Gen 3:10 He answered, “I heard you in the 

garden, and I was afraid because I was 
naked; so I hid.”

People were created to have fellowship 
with God, but, because we feel 
ashamed about ourselves, we don’t 
want anyone to know us. We feel we 
might be rejected so we’d rather not 
invest in true fellowship. We’d rather 
hide behind our knowledge and gifts. 
This hiding is evidence of what the 
Bible calls shame. 

This diagram illustrates that God is holy 
and Asians are shameful. A great gulf 
separates the two because shameful 
people’s God-given identity is hidden 
behind performance, saving face, good 
jobs and non-sacrificial giving, lifeless 
theology and letters after one’s name. 

The third degree explains the only way to 
bridge this gulf.
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� His peace
�  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary 

and burdened, and I will give you rest. 

It’s not enough just to intellectualize these 
truths and turn them into a dissertation
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� Experiencing God’s love
� And I pray that you, being rooted and established in 

love,  18 may have power, together with all the 
saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and 
deep is the love of Christ,  19 and to know this love 
that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to 
the measure of all the fullness of God. Eph 3:17ff

These two circles represent two kinds of lives:
The Performance 
family God’s Family

Shameful self. 
Interests are 
directed by what 
others want.

Feelings are not 
shared with 
Christ 

Interests are directed 
by Jesus 

Self worth determined 
by Jesus 

Feelings are not 
hidden from Christ



� You can receive Christ’s love for you 
right now by asking him

� Lord Jesus, I’ve been in hiding all my life. I 
never thought anyone could love me for who I 
am. For that matter, I never even thought 
anyone could love me as an individual. I no 
longer want to earn anyone’s love, for that’s not 
love, but I want to enter into your family, where 
love to freely given. Thank you for the cross 

that proves your love for me.


