
1

Two Mountains

Hebrews 12:18-29

July 22, 2007

The Two Mountains

1. Mt. Sinai

The Two Mountains

1. Mt. Sinai
Description

Description of Mt. Sinai

"16So it came about on the third day, when 
it was morning, that there were thunder 
and lightning flashes and a thick cloud 
upon the mountain and a very loud 
trumpet sound, so that all the people who 
were in the camp trembled. 17And Moses 
brought the people out of the camp to 
meet God, and they stood at the foot of 
the mountain. 

Description of Mt. Sinai

“18Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke 
because the Lord descended upon it in 
fire; and its smoke ascended like the 
smoke of a furnace, and the whole 
mountain quaked violently. 19When the 
sound of the trumpet grew louder and 
louder, Moses spoke and God answered 
him with thunder." 
(Ex. 19:16-19)

The Two Mountains

1. Mt. Sinai
Description

A place of terror
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Mt. Sinai

"Then they said to Moses, ‘Speak to us 
yourself and we will listen; but let not God 
speak to us, or we will die.’" (Ex. 20:19)

Mt. Sinai

"You shall set bounds for the people all 
around, saying, ‘Beware that you do not 
go up on the mountain or touch the border 
of it; whoever touches the mountain shall 
surely be put to death." (Ex. 19:12)

Mt. Sinai

Message: God is righteous, powerful 
and terrifying, and we are separated 
from Him.

The Two Mountains

1. Mt. Sinai
2. Mt. Zion

Description
A place of joyful celebration
A place of grace

Mt. Zion

Message: Through Jesus, God has 
provided a way for us to satisfy His 
righteous wrath and enter into 
relationship with Him.

Mt. Zion

“Every aspect of the vision provides 
encouragement for coming boldly into the 
presence of God (cf. 4:16). The 
atmosphere at Mount Zion is festive. The 
frightening visual imagery of blazing fire, 
darkness, and gloom fades before the 
reality of the city of the living God, 
heavenly Jerusalem. 
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Mt. Zion

“The cacophony of whirlwind, trumpet 
blast, and a sound of words is muted and 
replaced by the joyful praise of angels in a 
festal gathering. The trembling 
congregation of Israel, gathered solemnly 
at the base of the mountain, is superseded 
by the assembly of those whose names 
are permanently inscribed in the heavenly 
archives. 

Mt. Zion

“An overwhelming impression of the 
inapproachability of God is eclipsed in the 
experience of full access to the presence 
of God and of Jesus, the mediator of the 
new covenant.” [William Lane] 

What’s the Point?

1. Two ways of approaching God
2. Has God changed?

3. A final warning
Don’t ignore God’s voice
Our response to God’s gift
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