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The Real Jesus
(Part 2)

Jn. 1:1-2, 14; Phil. 2:5-11 

June 4, 2006

The Da Vinci Code Craze

Da Vinci Code tours
Da Vinci Code board game

Be Ready to Give an Answer

15but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, 
always being ready to make a defense to 
everyone who asks you to give an account 
for the hope that is in you, yet with 
gentleness and reverence; (1 Pet. 3:15)

What are the key issues?

The Da Vinci Code claims. . .
1. The Bible is an unreliable source of 

information about Jesus. 
2. Jesus isn’t who he claimed to be, God in 

the flesh and the Savior of the World.



2

Dan Brown’s Jesus

only human, not divine
misunderstood by most of his followers
a proto-feminist
married to Mary Magdalene

wanted Mary to lead the church when 
he was gone
Jesus was not declared divine until the 
Council of Nicaea

Is Jesus Divine?

“Jesus’ establishment as the ‘Son of God’
was officially proposed and voted on by 
the Council of Nicaea…A relatively close 
vote at that.” (The Da Vinci Code, p. 233) 

Is Jesus Divine?

"Until that moment in history, Jesus was 
viewed by his followers as a mortal 
prophet...a great and powerful man, but a 
man nonetheless. A mortal...By officially 
endorsing Jesus as the Son of God, 
Constantine turned Jesus into a deity." 
(DVC, p. 233)

Is Jesus Divine?

“Light of Light, very God of very God; 
begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made.”
(Nicene Creed)

Is Jesus Divine?

"For our God, Jesus Christ, was conceived 
by Mary in accord with God’s plan: of the 
seed of David, it is true, but also of the 
Holy Spirit." (Ignatius of Antioch—A.D. 
110)

Is Jesus Divine?

"We are not playing the fool, you Greeks, 
nor do we talk nonsense, when we report 
that God was born in the form of a man." 
(Tatian the Syrian—A.D. 170)
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Dan Brown’s Claim

"Constantine commissioned and financed 
a new Bible, which omitted those gospels 
that spoke of Christ©s human traits and 
embellished those gospels that made Him 
godlike. The earlier gospels were 
outlawed, gathered up, and burned." 
(DVC, page 234)

What was Gnosticism?

A supreme god who is remote and 
unknowable
A series of “emanations” of further divine 
beings
Creation of the material universe by a 
lesser god (demiurge), which turns out to 
have been a foolish act

What was Gnosticism?

a divine element is lodged in human 
beings; it can be returned to the divine 
realm through a process of awakening

a special knowledge is needed to achieve 
this process of restoration
this secret knowledge is given only to a 
select few

The Gnostic Jesus

Jesus is not really human, but a lesser 
“emanation” sent to deliver secret 
knowledge
His physical body is not a part of him, 
but only where he dwells
He desired to die to be released from 
his physical body
Jesus didn’t really die on the cross—
only his bodily shell died

The Gnostic Jesus

the resurrection is unnecessary and 
undesirable
salvation by secret knowledge, not Christ’s 
death for us
salvation is for a select few who are given 
secret knowledge

The Gospel of Judas

"But you will exceed all of them. For you 
will sacrifice the man that clothes me" (56)
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The Gospel of Judas

“In typical Gnostic fashion, Jesus is not 
identified with His body. Rather, He dwells 
within this body, and will be happy when 
He is set free from it. This Gnostic 
devaluation of the body is both central to 
Gnostic theology and is in polar opposition 
to the world-affirming theology of Judaism, 
Jesus, and orthodox Christianity.” [Mark 
Roberts]

The Gospel of Judas

“The Gnostic character of the text is 
immediately evident. In his supposed 
conversations with Judas, Jesus speaks in 
Gnostic categories such as "aeons" and 
an "eternal realm." Judas is identified as 
the "thirteenth spirit" who was appointed 
by God to be the agent of releasing Jesus 
from the physical body in which He was 
trapped in the incarnation.” [Albert Mohler]

What’s going on?

Ancient Gnosticism
A complex mythology
Absolute
Esoteric truth for only 
a few
A non-human 
redeemer
Revealed truth

Pomo “Gnosticism
No place for the 
supernatural
Relativistic
Inclusive and 
pluralistic
A merely human 
Jesus
We create truth

What’s going on?

“I don©t know any contemporary writer or 
scholar who actually believes that the 
highest God sent a non-human Christ to 
reveal saving knowledge that we have the 
divine within us. Yet this is the essence of 
the Gnostic gospel (good news). . .

What’s going on?

“What today©s scholars do with this is to 
strip away the part they don©t like, and 
recast authentic Gnosticism to make it 
say something like "you can make up 
your own truth." This sort of postmodern 
relativism has nothing to do with 
genuine Gnosticism, and in fact 
contradicts it.” [Mark Roberts]

What about Mary Magdalene?

"Behold...the greatest cover-up in human 
history. Not only was Jesus Christ married, 
but He was a father..."  (DVC, p. 249)

“The royal bloodline of Jesus Christ has 
been chronicled in exhaustive detail by 
scores of historians.” (DVC, p. 253)
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What about Mary Magdalene?

“And the companion of the Saviour is Mary 
Magdalene. Christ loved her more than all 
the disciples and used to kiss her often on 
her mouth. The rest of the disciples were 
offended by it and expressed disapproval.
They said to him, ‘Why do you love her 
more than all of us?’" 
(Gospel of Philip, sections 63-64)

What about Mary Magdalene?

“As any Aramaic scholar will tell you, the 
word companion, in those days, literally 
means spouse.” (DVC p. 246)

What about Mary Magdalene?

Craig Bloomberg, professor at Denver 
Seminary tells us,  “no Aramaic or Hebrew 
words for ‘companion’ normally means 
spouse!” (Bloomberg, DVC)

What about Mary Magdalene?

“And the companion of the Saviour is Mary 
Magdalene. Christ loved her more than all 
the disciples and used to kiss her often on 
her mouth. The rest of the disciples were 
offended by it and expressed disapproval.
They said to him, ‘Why do you love her 
more than all of us?’" 
(Gospel of Philip, sections 63-64)

What about Mary Magdalene?

“And the companion of the Saviour is Mary 
Magdalene. Christ loved her more than all 
the disciples and used to kiss her often on 
her mouth. The rest of the disciples were 
offended by it and expressed disapproval.
They said to him, ‘Why do you love her 
more than all of us?’" 
(Gospel of Philip, sections 63-64)

What about Mary Magdalene?

“For it is by a kiss that the perfect conceive 
and give birth. For this reason we all kiss 
one another. We receive conception from 
the grace which is in one another.”
(58:34-59:4)
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The Real Jesus

1. Who is Jesus?
– John 1:1-3, 14
– Phil. 2:5-11

2. Why did He come?
– John 3:16
– 1 Cor. 15:3-4

For Further Study

Josh McDowell’s book The Da Vinci Code: 
A Quest for Answers
Web resources listed on Pastor Ken’s web 
site (The quotations from Mark Roberts 
and others are from the articles linked 
from this site.)


